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Carfentanil in Local Unregulated Drug Supply
Recent toxicology testing has detected carfentanil, (a synthetic opioid 100 times more potent than fentanyl) in
the local unregulated drug supply. That stronger potency means that a small dose of carfentanil can cause
immediate and severe adverse reactions including overdose or death.

The Erie County Department of Health Recommends
Several Safety Actions:

Use with a friend or contact a service like Never Use
Alone.
Have Narcan (naloxone) on hand and know how to use it.

Narcan (naloxone) can reverse carfentanil exposure
effects, but due to carfentanil's extreme toxicity, multiple
doses may be necessary for recovery. Administer Narcan
to restore breathing, keeping in mind the person may not
be responsive. The key goal is to ensure they are
breathing, as that indicates they are still alive.

Test unregulated drugs with fentanyl test strips but be
aware that these strips may not detect carfentanil. Test
strips are not 100%.

People who use any drugs, especially people who use cocaine, should expect that their drugs contain opioids that
could cause an overdose – now possibly including carfentanil – stop their breathing, and lead to death.

Wash your hands immediately and thoroughly if you come into contact with unregulated drugs.

**Important for Everyone** Recognizing overdose signs and knowing how to use Narcan can save the life of a
family member, friend, coworker, or neighbor. Erie County offers FREE Narcan training (www.erie.gov/narcan).
You can also contact ITAC for assistance in setting up training/education on your behalf.
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Mental Health Conditions are Real, Treatable and Recovery is

Possible
 

Mental Health America (MHA) is a nonprofit organization dedicated
to promoting mental health, preventing mental illness, and
advocating for improved mental health care. Founded in 1909, MHA
provides resources, support, and education to individuals and
communities. Key activities include:
 
Awareness and Education: MHA works to raise awareness about
mental health issues and reduce stigma through campaigns,
educational materials, and community outreach.
Screening and Resources: The organization offers online mental
health screenings to help individuals identify potential mental health
concerns and provides information on treatment options and local
services.
Advocacy: MHA advocates for policy changes at local, state, and
national levels to improve access to mental health care and support
individuals with mental health conditions.
Research and Data: MHA conducts research and provides resources

based on data to better understand mental health trends and needs in the community.
 
Overall, Mental Health America aims to create a society where everyone can achieve optimal mental health and
well-being. Online screening is one of the quickest and easiest ways to determine whether you are experiencing
symptoms of a mental health condition. Mental Health America offers free, confidential mental health screens
on their website. Click HERE to access free screenings. You can also find community sourced tools, providers,
connect with others and learn about treatment options.  MHA wants to meet you where you are and provide a
starting point for your mental health journey.
 

 

 
February is American Heart Month

February is American Heart Month. Heart disease is the #1
killer in the U.S., and it impacts some communities more
than others. Let's come together to promote heart health!
 
Did you know that drug & alcohol use can lead to serious
cardiovascular issues like high blood pressure and
increased heart rate? Understanding these risks is vital for
making healthier choices! Watch our socials in Feb as we
raise awareness and support heart health in our
community! Follow us on Facebook & Instagram!
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Vaping Shouldn’t Be Fun

 
 

Assemblywoman Linda Rosenthal has introduced legislation
in New York aimed at banning the sale of "entertainment
vapor products," which she believes target youth by
combining vaping with gaming features. Recent vaping
devices have begun including digital screens and built-in
video games, raising concerns from researchers at the
University of California, Riverside about their potential to
increase nicotine addiction among young users. They argue
that these devices could attract a new generation of users
who might not have been interested in vaping otherwise.
Rosenthal argues that the state should move quickly to
prohibit these products, especially as recent federal
statistics show a drop in high school vaping rates, which
now sit below 6%. The decline is attributed to heightened
age restrictions and enforcement actions against retailers
and manufacturers. The FDA and health officials believe
further regulation is necessary to continue protecting youth from new vaping trends.
 
To read more about Bill no. A00022 (Prohibits the sale of entertainment vapor products, or any vapor product that
has Bluetooth, wireless internet, or other internet connectivity, or the ability to play virtual games, play music, or
display photos or other animations on the device.), click HERE.
 
Text from DVapor’s website (the retailer of the devices in the photo): Experience the ultimate vaping experience with
Craftbox V-Play 20K Disposable Vape. Enjoy 25ml of 5% nicotine vape, adjustable airflow, and a child-lock for safety. The
built-in Vapentertainment system includes three retro video games and a 1.77 inch full-color HD display. Plus, the dual
mesh coil and 850mah battery provide a long lasting and enjoyable vape.  There is a fighter jet game, a Pac-Man like
game, and a Tetris type game. 
 
 

https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=&leg_video=&bn=A00022&term=&Summary=Y&Actions=Y&Committee%26nbspVotes=Y&Floor%26nbspVotes=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y


 

Social Host Law
 
 

Social host liability
refers to the legal
responsibility of
individuals who
provide alcohol at
social gatherings,
particularly regarding
injuries or damages
caused by intoxicated
or underage guests.
New York's Social Host
Liability Law
specifically holds hosts
accountable for

serving alcohol to those under 21, aiming to deter underage drinking.
 
Common cases involve minors causing injury to third parties, potentially leading to lawsuits against both the
host and the minor. Hosts can be held legally responsible if they knowingly provide alcohol to minors or permit
them to drink on their premises. If a minor causes harm after consuming alcohol at your home or event, YOU
could face liability for damages.
 
Thank you to everyone who assisted in the development of ITAC’s newest billboard. Look for it locally on Seneca
Street near the Knox Farm State Park and on Olean near the 400.
 

 

Worthy Reads
Vaping — Even Without

Nicotine, Damages Lungs

Rising Evidence Links
Marijuana Use to Depression

& Suicide in Youth

World’s Largest Tobacco
Company Continues Silent

Entry Into Cannabis

Coral Springs Man Stabs Parents after Smoking ‘THC vape pen’
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Collaborate with Us!

Come across something trending? Contact us!

Sharing = Caring. Please forward to your friends.
Referenced articles/information are on our ITAC CommUnity Chatter webpage.
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