From: Goellner, Joanne
Sent: Friday, November 7, 2025 12:58 PM
Subject: ITAC Nov CommUnity Chatter

CommuUnity Chatter
Empowering our community.
Protecting our future.

ITAC CommUnity Chatter is a platform dedicated to providing the latest information
and updates on critical public health issues affecting our community. Knowledge is
power, and being aware empowers us to make informed choices for ourselves and our
loved ones.

November 2025

We are pleased to welcome Deanna Messinger and Aaron Kawado to ITAC's
Board of Directors. We look forward to collaborating with them as we continue
our mission to prevent youth substance use by empowering the community
through conversation, education, and access to support.

ITAC Events

1. ITAC General Coalition Meeting

%% Date: November 19th

@® Time: 6:30pm

® |ocation: Iroquois High School, Room 129

Special guest Deputy Daniel Wood will bring & discuss youth-accessible
products of concern, share results of compliance checks, and gather
community input on prevention priorities.

Your involvement strengthens our collective efforts. Please join us in person
or via Zoom. You are not going to want to miss this!

e Agendais: HERE.

e Join Zoom: Link

Meeting ID: 841 4590 5953


https://www.itacemw.com/
https://www.itacemw.com/
https://www.itacemw.com/mtgs-docs-1025-926.html
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84145905953?pwd=QYWxScznGN5Et2976WnEf58hF7Waoi.1

Passcode: 781086

Meeting location and other pertinent information is always available on the
ITAC meeting_page on our website.

2. You are invited to a presentation hosted by ITAC and the Iroquois Family
Support Center: Trauma-informed Care

% Date: November 25th

® Time: 6:30pm

® |ocation: Iroquois Middle School, STEM Room

Topics include:
e How the body and brain respond to trauma
e Navigating grief and loss, especially throughout the holiday season
e Practical coping skills and supportive techniques

Everyone is welcome. All community members are encouraged to attend.
Please visit: TRAUMA INFORMED CARE for details and to register. We will also
live-stream & record this event for those with prior commitments. This event is
FREE, funded by a generous grant from James Malczewski & Erie County.

ITAC Coalition & Key Personnel Updates

October was a busy and productive month for ITAC's Key Personnel. Our focus
centered on strengthening partnerships, preparing for upcoming mental
health presentations, finalizing plans for the CLYDE survey and our PSA project
while expanding youth engagement across the district.

Throughout the month, the team connected with school administrators,
community partners, and regional prevention organizations to align goals,
coordinate events, and plan training opportunities. We also hosted two Youth
Coalition meetings and continued preparations for the upcoming PSA filming
scheduled for November 13. Please let us know if you'd like to participate in
filming, we need a few adult “actors” to play the roles of parents.

ITAC is Hiring!

Passionate about helping youth and strengthening our community? ITAC is
looking for a Program Director to guide prevention efforts and connect with
local partners. Learn more about this flexible, part-time opportunity by clicking:
HERE!

Red Ribbon Week

Red Ribbon Week wrapped up on October 31, and we were excited to see how

our individual schools embraced the opportunity to choose activities that best

fit their communities. Iroquois High School led a pledge drive promoting drug-
free choices. EIma and Wales Primaries choose stickers with drug free


https://www.itacemw.com/meeting-dates.html
https://www.itacemw.com/trauma-informed-care.html
https://www.itacemw.com/position-available.html

messaging and pencils. As schools become more familiar with this flexible
model, we look forward to even stronger participation next year. Special thanks
to our youth coaches, John and Kayla for leading Middle School activities.
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We are also grateful to the Towns of Elma and Marilla and the Village of East
Aurora for signing Red Ribbon Week proclamations in support of prevention
and youth well-being.

Truck or Treat

This year’s Truck or Treat provided another great opportunity to connect with
families and offer safe, no-cost Halloween activities. Several fire departments
created impressive displays and brought strong community spirit to the event.

Thank you to our AOR Alli and our Board of Directors members Bette & Mae for
volunteering at our stations. We also appreciate the support of the Iroquois
High School LEAD students and the NY Counterdrug Drug Demand Reduction
Outreach team who also volunteered at our event.

A special thank you to our participating fire departments:



- EIma Volunteer Fire Company

- Blossom Volunteer Fire Company

- Jamison Road Volunteer Fire Co.

- Spring Brook Fire District #1

- Wales Center Volunteer Fire Company

Your efforts help ensure safe celebrations for local families and reduce the risk
of accidental substance ingestion.

TRUCK or TREAT

What's Trending
(articles in the news)

Nicotine-Free Generation

Imagine a generation that never starts using nicotine. The Nicotine-Free
Generation policy is making that vision a reality, gradually phasing out legal
sales for younger people while reducing youth addiction. Learn how this bold
approach is shaping a healthier future. Read more: HERE.


https://truthinitiative.org/research-resources/tobacco-prevention-efforts/nicotine-free-generation

U.S. Tobacco Atlas

The American Cancer Society's first-ever U.S. Tobacco Atlas gives a clear picture
of how tobacco affects communities across the country. See the latest trends,
successes, and challenges in the fight against tobacco — and what it means for
you. Read more: HERE.

Trainings & Workshops

Keep an eye on your inbox for a dedicated email highlighting the latest
trainings and workshops. We've kept this newsletter brief to make it easier for
you to read.

Looking Ahead/ITAC in the Community

Save-the-dates!

11/22/25, 10-12pm: ROC Good for the Neighborhood

12/20/25: 12-4pm: EA Chamber of Commmerce, Holiday Magic in the Village
02/17/26, 3-5pm: ITAC Ice Skating Extravaganza at EA Classic Rink

We look forward to connecting with you at the next meeting. Thank you for
your continued engagement and support - your dedication makes our mission
possible.


https://www.news-medical.net/news/20251106/American-Cancer-Society-releases-first-ever-US-Tobacco-Atlas.aspx

2025 - 2026 Meeting Dates
(Wednesdays)

September 17, 2025 - 9:30am
November 19, 2025 - 6:30pm
January 21, 2026 - 9:30am
March 18, 2026 - 6:30pm
(Annual Meeting)

May 20, 2026 - 9:30am

XXX

Stronger Together

Collaborate with Us!

Sharing = Caring. Please forward to your friends.
Come across something trending? Contact us!
ITAC CommUnity Chatter

®HE

WWW.itacemw.com

Mailing Address:

ITAC c/o Iroquois Central School District
PO Box 32 - 2111 Girdle Road
Elma, NY 14059
Phone: (716) 652-3000 ext 5231
© 2025 It Takes a Community Drug & Alcohol Prevention Coalition
All Rights Reserved.



https://www.itacemw.com/community-chatter.html#/
https://www.facebook.com/ITACEMW
https://www.facebook.com/ITACEMW
https://www.instagram.com/itac_emw
https://www.instagram.com/itac_emw
http://www.itacemw.com/




